
Appendix D: Safe Water for the Future Web Site 
 
 
 
Award-winning Purdue Extension Web site 
promotes drinking water protection 
 
Hoosiers looking for ways to protect their water supplies 
can start by visiting Purdue’s "Safe Water for the Future" 
Web site, which recently won a blue ribbon from a national 
agricultural engineering Educational Aids competition. 
Information on the site can help rural homeowners protect 
water from private wells and can help communities 
safeguard drinking water from public wells or reservoirs.  
 
You'll find the site at 
<http://www.ecn.purdue.edu/SafeWater>. It's divided into 
four main sections. 
 
Farm*A*Syst and Home*A*Syst   
Farmers and homeowners can use the Farm*A*Syst or 
Home*A*Syst self-assessment programs to identify and reduce potential environmental problems 
and risks to drinking water. You'll find assessment materials and fact sheets at this site. The 
assessments ask questions such as “Has it is been more than three years since your drinking water 
was tested for contaminants?” “ Do you store fuel or oil in an underground tank?” and “Has it 
been more than three years since your septic tank was inspected?" Fact sheets provide best 
management practices. Assistance is available by email or telephone from the Coordinator, or by 
contacting your local Purdue Extension office. 
  
Wellhead protection  
Indiana communities that use ground water for their drinking water must complete a wellhead 
protection program by the year 2002. The Indiana Wellhead Protection Rule that requires this 
presents a particular challenge to small community water suppliers. This Web site describes each 
required component of a wellhead protection plan and links to publications that provide more 
detail.  
 
Watershed protection 
More than 50 communities in Indiana use surface water (reservoirs or rivers) for their drinking 
water. This site includes an overview of local water-related issues and resources for educators, 
county government, planning commissions and citizen groups. It includes watershed maps for 
each public water supply system that uses surface water. It also has information on E. coli 
contamination, and the effects of land use change on water quality.  
 
Drinking Water Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 
Because many of you ask questions related to water testing and treatment, we've listed some 
frequently asked questions (and our answers) on these issues. Questions include “What 
contaminants should I be concerned about in my drinking water?”, “Where can I get my water 
tested in Indiana?”, and “Is bottled water safer than tap water?”   
 



 
 
 
 



 
 

 



 
 

 


